
Below is an application form to join the Waverley Route Heritage Association, please complete all sections and 
return to: Jim Dick, Membership Secretary, 20 Havelock Street, Hawick, Roxburghshire. TD9 7BB 
 
NAME  
ADDRESS 
 

    
AGE (If under 18)  Signature of Parent/Guardian required below 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS 
NAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN FOR UNDER 18S 
SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN 
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT 

OTHER ACTIVITIES  

JOINING THE WRHA 

HOW TO GET HERE 
From the A7 at Hawick, 
take the B6399 towards 
Newcastleton. We are a 
leisurely 20 minutes 
drive south. 
From Carlisle, take the 
A7 to Canonbie then the 
B6357 to Newcastleton. 
At Sandholm take the 
B6399 north. We are just 
a 15 minute drive away. 
A Hawick-Newcastleton 
bus service operated by 
Telfords Coaches passes 
Whitrope, for those using 
public transport.    

The Waverley Route 
Heritage Association 

P R E S E R V I N G  &  P R O T E C T I N G  T H E  B O R D E R S  R A I L W A Y S 

www.wrha.org.uk www.wrha.org.uk 

The Borders region around Whitrope offers stunning scenery and 
for this reason it is well patronised by visitors wanting to take it 
in. A number of walks can be taken around the Whitrope area, 
utilising the Forest paths and the railway itself. Between Hawick 
& Kielder there is also a bridleway, allowing horses & riders the 
chance to sample the area, including a path over Whitope 
Tunnel. For those with mountain bikes it offers some rugged 
terrain, perfect for that off-road adventure!   

WALKING THE PATHS  

SatNav: TD9 9TY    

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS 
AVAILABLE: 
 
ADULT (18 TO 60 YEARS)   £20 
 
SENIOR & JUNIOR  
(OVER 60 & UNDER 18)      £16 
 
FAMILY (2+2)                    £35 

 
WHITROPE HERITAGE CENTRE, WHITROPE, HAWICK, ROXBURGHSHIRE. TD9 9TY 



BACKGROUND 
When the WRHA formed in 2001, basing ourselves at 
Whitrope Siding, we set out to undertake projects that 
would visibly inform the general public and official 
bodies that there was now an organisation dedicated to 
the preservation of the famous old Borders railway. 
As early as February 2002 the WRHA were informing 
people of the perilous state of Whitrope Tunnel and of 
the impending collapse, which took place just several 
weeks later. In 2006 WRHA commissioned a survey to 
assess the condition of the tunnel for eventual reuse. 
A project was set to excavate the footings of the old 
signal box at Whitrope Siding, in order to find out more 
about the fascinating structure, which was sadly razed 
to the ground in the early 1970s and which  may be 
rebuilt at some stage. 
A further project commenced which involved the 
cleaning up and painting of metal railings on a number 
of the bridges on the route, together with replacing the 
bridge identity numberplates which had disappeared. 
Mileposts and intermediate posts were also replaced 
around Whitrope & Riccarton Junction.  
A great deal of paperwork from the formation of the 
Waverley Route, together with the operation of it, has 
survived and been archived by members of the WRHA 
This, combined with several hundred photographs, 
serves as a valuable education tool for anyone 
interested in researching the Waverley Route or its 
branch lines – several photos from the archives can be 
seen in each members Journal published by WRHA. 
Many of the original fittings and fixtures from the line 
have also been preserved, such as wooden chocks from 
the railway track, nuts and bolts, even cast iron 
mileposts from which we were able to obtain patterns. 
As time goes by though, outside elements corrode & 
attack anything left and it is up to us to preserve and 
protect wherever possible. 

BORDER UNION RAILWAY 
Together with the Heritage Centre at Whitrope, one of the main projects being undertaken by WRHA is the 
Border Union Railway. The first section of relaid railway opened on 1st July 2012, the 150th anniversary of 
the original Waverley Route opening. WRHA hold leases on sections of the railway and surrounding land, and 
have obtained the necessary planning consents required to carry out the project work on the ground. It has 
taken many years of dedication to get to the stage of being able to lay the track, with the paperwork side of 
the project taking up many volunteer hours. WRHA’s wholly-owned operating company, the Border Union 
Railway Co Ltd, undertakes all railway operations on our behalf. Further tracklaying is already underway 
and our track gangs hold dedicated weekends for this purpose.  
There is a brand new station at Whitrope with the Heritage Centre alongside and a run-round loop for the 
railway is planned at Whitrope Summit.  All members have the opportunity of volunteering in the tracklaying 
efforts and are actively encouraged to participate.  
  
Trains run from Easter through to September. Please check website for further details. 

WHITROPE HERITAGE CENTRE 
In 2002 the WRHA had two railway carriages donated to use as a Heritage Centre at Whitrope. These have 
had extensive restoration & renovation work carried out on them by WRHA volunteers. The funding of 
this has come through donations from members and grant assistance from the Leader+ programme, with 
WRHA providing matched-funding.  
The centre is a great place to park up and take a good stroll along the Waverley Route, and if you’re 
feeling slightly energetic there is always the pathway that leads up and over Whitrope Tunnel, with some 
of the most stunning scenery the Borders has to offer when you reach the top. Look out for the old 
tunnel shafts and the spoil heaps created by the Navvies 150 years ago. 
At Whitrope Heritage Centre, together with a railway exhibition, there is a selection of merchandise 
available, with Waverley Route themed postcards, books and DVDs being just a short selection of what’s 
on offer. 
 
Whitrope Heritage Centre is open most weekends from Easter to October. Please check website for 
further details. 

HOW CAN I HELP? 
Members of the WRHA live far and wide, throughout the 
length and breadth of the U.K. and also overseas. It is 
therefore not practical for every member to get 
involved on a day to day basis, but those who live 
relatively close to the Scottish Borders, or happen to be 
in the area, can get practically involved as a volunteer 
should they wish. 
 
With several projects underway volunteers can find 
themselves carrying out any number of tasks, including 
the following: 

• Washing, cleaning, repairing & painting wagons, 
coaches & locomotives at Whitrope. 
• Re-laying & ballasting railway track 
• Painting bridge railings and identity plates 
• Painting and erecting replica mile posts 
• Clearing away undergrowth from the track bed 
• Planning & design of new projects 
• Archiving old photographs and paperwork 
• Cleaning up relics found on the line side 
• Researching the Waverley Route 
 
Details of all planned work weekends can be found on 
the WRHA website on the Events page.  
 
Members receive two issues of our journal, The 
Waverley, each year to keep up to date with the latest 
developments both at Whitrope and further north on the 
Borders Railway Project. Featuring lots of informing 
articles by members it also has plenty of archive photos 
and anecdotes from years gone by. We also publish two 
newsletters for members, which provide more detail 
throughout the membership year. RECENT TRACK LAYING AT WHITROPE 

A CLASS 26 DIESEL LOCO HEADS SOUTH AT WHITROPE, SOMETHING FOR THE FUTURE?  

HERITAGE CENTRE COACHES & PLATFORM  


